
UPTOWN DESTINATION DISTRICT PLANNING PROCESS
(Shaw Howard University Metro Station Area Plan)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q: What is the Uptown Destination District (UDD) planning process?

A: UDD is a District government community outreach and engagement effort to seek professional and community input about devel-
oping vacant public owned land and maximizing the potential of Greater U Street / Shaw cultural assets, including historic Howard
Theater, Lincoln Theater, Bohemian Caverns, True Reformer, African-American Civil War Memorial, and others. Community meetings
are open to the public.

Q: What are the planning boundaries?

A: The planning area is primarily the commercial corridors bound by Rhode Island Avenue and 7th Street NW to the south; 6th Street
and Florida Avenue to the east; Barry Place and Georgia Avenue to the north; and 13th Street at U Street to the west. Essentially the
area is bound by two theaters (Howard and Lincoln) and two Metro stations (Shaw Howard University and U Street). The area is within
Wards 1 and 2.

Q: Who is managing this process?

A: The District’s Office of Planning (OP) manages this process. OP is actively engaging neighborhood residents, business owners, land
owners, advisory neighborhood commissions, developers and others about how to build upon our cultural assets and how to develop
public owned land.

Q: What public land is involved?

A: The District Government owns the Howard Theater at 7th and T Street NW (“Ellington Plaza”) and the Grimke School on Vermont
Avenue. The National Capital Revitalization Corporation (NCRC) owns vacant land adjacent to the Shaw Howard University Metro at
7th Street NW and R Street as well as 7th Street NW and S Street. The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)
owns the air-rights over the Shaw metro entrance and properties along Florida Avenue between 7th Street and 9th Street NW.

Q: How is Howard University involved?

A: Howard University has a representative on the UDD Advisory Committee. Howard also owns the CVS site at Florida Avenue and
7th Street NW as well as the unoccupied building between S and T Streets on Florida Avenue. Additionally, Howard has proposed a
Howard Town Center area between V Street, Barry Place, Georgia Avenue and Florida Avenue. HU will play a role in how the area is
revitalized     

Q: What will happen to the Howard Theater?

A: The Howard Theater is a national landmark and testament to African-American pioneers in world music heritage. As a historic land-
mark, the building can not and will not be torn down. However there are a lot of places for entertainment in DC, we have to think cre-
atively and strategically about how the inside of the Howard Theater will be 1) re-used to continue its music legacy, 2) financially feasible
for the long-term, and 3) smartly managed by a qualified and experienced operator.

Q: Is there still time to get involved?  If so, how?

A: Yes. Contact Kevin Brady, OP Staff Assistant, at 202.442.8964 or kevin.brady@dc.gov or Derrick Lanardo Woody, OP’s UDD-
Project Manager, at 202.442.7614 or derrick.woody@dc.gov to be added to the community database and notification list.


